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FLORIDA STATE COLLEGE AT JACKSONVILLE 

 

COLLEGE CREDIT COURSE OUTLINE 

 

 

COURSE NUMBER:                         JOU 2100            

 

COURSE TITLE:                         Newspaper Reporting and Writing 

 

PREREQUISITE(S):                    ENC 1101 with a grade of "C" or better 

 

COREQUISITE(S):                   None 

 

CREDIT HOURS:                         3 

 

CONTACT HOURS/WEEK:                  3  

 

CONTACT HOUR BREAKDOWN:  

 

 Lecture/Discussion:          3 

 Laboratory:   

 Other ____________:  

 

FACULTY WORKLOAD POINTS:             3 

 

STANDARDIZED CLASS SIZE  

ALLOCATION:                        25 

 

CATALOG COURSE DESCRIPTION:  This course introduces basic newspaper reporting ideas and skills, including 

generating article ideas, identifying sources, writing both feature and hard news articles, organizing articles, and 

exploring the publishing process.  The course also examines journalism ethics and the role of the reporter.  

Students should know how to type and use a computer. 

 

SUGGESTED TEXT(S):     Rich, Carol. Writing and Reporting News, New  

        York:  Thomas Wadsworth, Latest Edition. 

    

        Missouri Group, Telling the Story, Boston: Bedford/St.    

        Martin’s, Latest Edition 

   

        Goldstein, Norm (ed). Edition, The Associated Press Stylebook  

        and Libel Manual. New York:  The associated Press, Latest 

        Edition                            

                                                                       

IMPLEMENTATION DATE:         January, 1991 (912) 

 

REVIEW OR MODIFICATION DATE:   Fall Term 2002 (20031)  

        Fall Term, 2008 (20091) – Outline Review 2007 
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COURSE TOPICS                                             CONTACT HOURS 

                                                                   PER TOPIC   

 

               I.  What is News                                          3 

 A. Definition of News  

 B. News Value 

 C. Gatekeeping 

 D. Newspaper Organization 

      

            II.  Effective Writing                                    9 

                  A. Grammar 

             B. Precision and clarity  

            C. Transitions  

 

                  III.  The Stylebook                                         3 

             

                   IV.  Story ideas and interviewing                          6 

  A. Preparation 

 B. Computer assisted reporting 

 C. Using press releases and other information sources 

 D. Doing the interviews 

 E. Follow-up interviews 

 

                     V.  Writing the story                                      9 

             A. Leads: Hard news and features 

            B. Organizing and writing hard news stories 

            C. Organizing and writing feature stories 

            D. Quotes and Attribution 

 E. Writing for the Web and for Print 

             

                   VI.  Story categories                                       6 

             A. Speeches and Press Conferences 

             B. Accidents, Fires and Disasters 

             C. Crime and the Courts 

             D. Obituaries 

        

                  VII.  Beats                                                  3 

             A. Government 

             B. Police and the courts 

             C. Education 

             D. Health and environment 

             E. Business 

             F. Entertainment 

             G. Sports 

 

              VIII.   Ethics, Press Law, Social Responsibility              6 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Florida State College 
At Jacksonville 

 
 

Course Learning Outcomes & Assessment 
 

 

NOTE:  Use either the Tab key or mouse click to move from field to field. The box will expand to accommodate your entry. 
 

Section 1  

COURSE PREFIX AND NUMBER:  JOU 2100 
SEMESTER CREDIT HOURS (CC):  3 
CONTACT HOURS (NCC):        

COURSE TITLE:  Newspaper Reporting and writing 

 

Section 2 

TYPE OF COURSE: (Click on the box to check all that apply) 

  AA Elective  AS Required Professional Course   College Prep 

  AS Professional Elective  AAS Required Professional Course  Technical Certificate 

  Other                                  PSAV                                     Apprenticeship 

  General Education: (For General Education courses, you must also complete Section 3 and Section 7) 

 

Section 3 (If applicable) 

INDICATE BELOW THE DISCIPLINE AREA FOR GENERAL EDUCATION COURSES: 

  Communications  Social & Behavioral Sciences  Mathematics 

  Natural Sciences  Humanities   

 

Section 4 

INTELLECTUAL COMPETENCIES: 

 Reading  Speaking  Critical Analysis  Quantitative Skills  Scientific Method of Inquiry 

 Writing  Listening  Information Literacy  Ethical Judgment  Working Collaboratively 

 

Section 5  
LEARNING OUTCOMES METHOD OF ASSESSMENT 

 1 Students will be able to: 
At a minimum, students will report and write five news 
stories in a variety of styles including hard news and 
features.  These will evaluated by the instructor. 

 2 
Recognize newsworthy events and people and develop 
story ideas from them. 

Assessments may also include tests and in-class or 
online writing assignments. 

 3 
Find sources of information and evaluate their 
reliability.  

      

 4 Use standard interviewing techniques       

 5 Organize and write news and feature stories       

 6 Use standard English       

 7 
Recognize and respond to ethical and legal issues in 
contemporary journalism 

      

 

Section 6 
 
Name of Person Completing This Form:  Robert Blade   Date:  April 14, 2008 
 

 


